A Parents’ Primer on Internet Pornography
By Dr. Walter Mueller, President, Center for Parent/Youth Understanding

I was 12-years-old when I was ﬁrst exposed to pornography. A neighborhood friend had
found a magazine on the side of the road. He invited several of us to take a look. We spent
’t get caught doing something that we all knew was wrong.
Fast –forward to today’s world. The internet, mobile devices, and other digital technologies combine to create a world in which children and teens no longer have to look for and
ﬁnd pornography. Now, pornography is in the mainstream and it ﬁnds them. And because
pornography usually ﬁnds them long before they reach puberty, its life-long inﬂuence and
eﬀect can be even more deep“Never before in the history of telecommunieasily accessible by so many minors and in so many American homes with so few re”
As parents called by God to nurture our children through childhood and into a spiritually
healthy adulthood, we have the responsibility to be keenly aware of pornography’s presence, its compelling draw, and the impact it has on our kids. When it comes to pornography, what they see and experience now will not only shape them in the present, but will
we must be diligent in preparing our children to understand, process, and respond to this
horribly fallen expression of God’
to God.
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one becomes an object of base pleasure and illicit proﬁt for others. It immerses all who are involved in the illusion of a
materials.”

Pornography: The Facts
If there’s anything we know, it’s that there is lots and lots of pornography on the internet,
it comes in many forms, it’s accessible through any device with internet access, and the
recent facts:
♦Men tend to access visual pornography, while women typically engage with literary por♦80-90% of online pornography users only access free material.

In 2006…
▪30,000 internet users were accessing pornography every second.
▪There were 4.2 million pornographic websites. That equals 12% of all internet sites.
▪There were 68 million pornographic search requests per day.
▪42.7% of internet users viewed pornography
▪34% of internet users received unwanted exposure to sexual material.
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Teenagers and Pornography…
♦93% of boys and 62% of girls are exposed to internet pornography before the age of 18.
♦The average age of first exposure to internet pornography is 11.
♦70% of boys have spent more than 30 consecutive minutes looking at online pornography on at least one occasion.
35% of boys have done this on more than ten occasions.
♦23% of girls have spent more than 30 consecutive minutes looking at online pornography on at least one occasion.
14% have done this on more than one occasion.
♦83% of boys and 57% of girls have viewed group sex on the internet.
♦69% of boys and 55% of girls have seen pornography depicting same-sex images.
39% of boys and 23% of girls have seen online sex acts depicting bondage.
♦32%of boys and 18% of girls have viewed bestiality on the internet.
♦18% of boys and 10% of girls have seen depictions of rape and/or violence on
the internet.
♦15% of boys and 9% of girls have seen child pornography.
♦Only 3% of boys and 17% of girls have never seen internet pornography.
♦64% of college men and 18% of college women spend time online for internet sex every week.

Christian Men, Women, and Pornography…
♦One survey indicates that 50% of Christian men and 20% of Christian women are addicted to pornography.
♦60% of the women who answered the survey admitted to having significant struggles with lust.
♦40% of the women who answered the survey admitted to being involved in sexual sin in the last year.

What drives pornography addiction?
Experts say that pornography addiction is fueled by three factors that are unique to our current
online/digital age:
▪Pornography is accessible. There are thousands of sites that can be easily accessed when one is
alone in their own home. In addition, mobile devices with internet access offer 24/7 connection to
pornography.
▪Pornography is anonymous. A person can access pornography privately. Nobody has to know them, and they don’t
have to know the people behind the images.
▪Pornography is affordable. The fact is that a large portion of internet pornography can be accessed free of charge.
Pornography that requires payment can be instantly accessed through the use of a credit card.

